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The Iryal of Faith. 


W Ometry your Faich all you Profeſ- 
}SY- ſors of Godlineſs, of God, and of 
Chriſt,who call God your Father, 
and Chriſt your Redeemer,and Sa- 
5 Yiver,and ſay you believein God, 
and youare faved chrough faith in 
Chrift ; come ſearch the ground 
and botrom of yourfaich, what it 
=: is butitupom,forthe faith and hope 
of the Hypocrite periſheth, which ſtands in word,and on any 


of Chriſt, and by his ſtripes you arc healed, and fo would 
make him the ground of your faith ; but whatare you-ſfaved 
atfrom,_ and what are you healed of? Search and ſee within : 
Chriſt came to {ave and redeem ſinners from their fin, and 


unſteadfaft foundation, You ſey pou are ſaved by the bloud Jcþ 8. r;. 


to heal: them of the wound: of fin ,' to bruiſe the Serpents , Tim. x. 


head ,-and to bind the ſtrong: man and-caſthim; out of his 15. 


houſe , to caſt out the buyers and ſellers out-of the Temple Scn-z. 5. 


of God , which is madea Den of Theives , and to open the 
Priſon doores, and to ſet at liberty the impriſoned, and to 
lead captivity captive,to threw Antichriſt out of the Tem- 
ple of God ,, who fitsas God there, and ſaith heis God; 


and he is come to rend the valies of darkneſs, :and to open Mar.21.14 


the eyes of the blind, and to unftop the deaf cares, and to 
make blind thoſe that can ſee, and to deaf thoſe which 


Luke 4.12. 
If. 42.6,7, 


can hear, andgive firength to the weak, and to make weak x. 4.18, 


thoſe which are ſtrong, and to feed the hungry, an 


to famiſh that which is fed,and to make a ſeparation betwixt Luke 8. x0. 
the Pretious and the Vile, berwixt the Wheat and: the Tare , Mar. 8. 11, 


the Sheepand the Goats, and tro purchaſe to man that 
which man hath loſt, and to thisend is he come; and who 
-canwitneſs-this; can witneſs him, and may claim an inte- 
reſtin him ,-and bath an aſſurance of their: ſalyatipn ,-and 
their-faith will ſtand againſt the beaft and overcome, for 
the Lamb fhz1l ger the victory ; but who:cannotwitnefs this 

| "1:5 vo: :" i; 113 <aag0t 


eannot witneſs Chriſt, and ſo are reprobates concerging the 

faith. Now here all you Drunkards are ſhut our, here af 

you Swearers areſhut out,here all you Proud ,and Covetous, 
and {uſtful ones are ſhut ovt , here all you Scoffers , ani 

Scorners, and'Backbiters, and Revilers, and Extortioners, 

andWhoremonpers, and Envious ones,. and Gamers, and 

Sporters,and all you ſelf-righteous Profef&7tTF, who live in 

the faſhions and cuſtomes of the world, delighting in the 

pleaſures & vanities of the world, having fellowſhip with the 
world, whoſe Converſation is amongſt the Children of the 
world, all in one generation cleanſing onely the outſide of 
the Cup, and the inſide full of luſt and filchineſs, Pride and 

Covetouſneſs,and ill uncleanneſs , whited wals and painted 

' Sepulchers, who deceive the carnal Eye and Ear, but the 
Lord ſearcheth the heart ; here you are all ſhut out from 
the true faith which purifieth the heart, and the ſerpent is 
head in you, and-your ftrong man keeps the houſe, anda 
ftrogger than he is not yet come, and the buyers and the 
ſellers are uncaſt out of the Temple, and Antichrift fits in 

" the Kingdom and reigns as an Angel of Light; and the im- 

' priſaned lies in priſon, and the wound of finis yertfreſh, 
and the vail of darkneſs & yet ſpread over, and deathreigns, 
2nd Chriſt hes low in the manger , andthe Iaffis taken up 
with other gacſs, and here can you challenge no intereſt in 

- the bloud of 'Chrift, and'have nothing to do to talk of God 
aad Chriſt,and have ge aſſurance of your ſalvation, and all 
your faith is vain,and hope vain, and the foundation thereof 
1s ſandy, and will not ſtand in thegay oftrya}, but will be 
45 4 broken reed tolean upon, andallyour prayers, and 
prayſes; andſingings, apd'graces, and baptiſm, and ſacra- 
ments which yon bei}d your faith upon , and think to merir 
withall, 1s al invain, andthe flaming ſword is ſet againſt 
it, being offered upfrom an unclean heart, for how 6an your 
hearts be cleap while you live infin ; for fin lodgeth in your 
keart,and while ſin is there no purity can dwell;and nothing 
that is pureican come forth of an unclean veſſel , and:God 
doth not put hisTreaſure in an unclean veſſel,and he is pure, 
and receivesnothing that is impure, and here all your faith 

- wyain, ang bere you deſtroy all your faith gut of your 
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CLE; F 
own mouths, who ſay you believe you ſhall neyer overcome 
your fins ſo long as you arc here, or be made hrce from fin, 
and here you ſhew your faith is not buile upon Chrift , who 
came to deſtroy the works of the Devi), and to cleanſe from 
all fin, and thoſe whoſe faith was built upon him, did witneſs 
it,and ſaid rhe Bloud of Chriſt hath cleanſed ns from all fin, 
and they that are Chrifts have crucified the fleſh with the 
luſts and affeRions thereof, which is the ground of ſin, and 
he that beleiveth is born of God , and' he that is boraiof 
God cannot commit (in, and no unholy. nor uncleanthing 
muſt enter ; ſo now what aſſurance have youof your falva- 


tion, or what is your fgith built upon, when hot Chriſt and 


the Scriptures witneſs againſt you , and faith which is nor 
built on the Rack Chriſt Feſus is vain and periſheth , and he 
that.hath this hope in him , purifieth himſelf even as he is 
pure: here all your faith is ſearched, tryed and proved, and 
is found all in yain and periſhing, and ſo is not built upon 
the Rock which periſheth not: therefore come down all you 
high minded Phariſees, and lay away all your profeſiion,and 
throw down all your old building, and begin and lay a new 
foundation, for the higher the Phariſee climbs , the greater 
will be his fall , and he that wovld be wiſe, let him firſt be- 
come a fool, for man by his wiſdom knows not Gol, here 
the Phariſee is ſhut out from the knowledge of God who 
And all you wilful;blind,carnal, ignorant creatures, whom 
my ſoul pittieth to ſee how ignorant]y you are led, _ = 
your faith upon the ſleeves of your Fore-Farher , and hive 
mm lightneſs and wantonneſs, ſpending your youth im EN 
in gaming, pleaſures and ſporting, in — _— 
ing and lying,in vain talk and fooliſh jeſtings, in pride, an 


laſt,and filthigeſs ,and ſay you follow your fore-Fathers, and 


hat is become of them? and ſay, your pleaſures is pa- 
—_ Abd vocreation, and your vain talk and fooliſh jeſting 


FT. OIL | C 
is paſtitne and merrineſs,and ſo'you paſs the time away, an 

| foy your drinking, and rioting, and feaſting is good —_— 
ſhip and neighbourhood , and ſo- you cover over your 10s 


andiniquicies, bur woe unto imthar hides his io, and c0- 


(6) | 
ayers his iniquity , and allthis will got profit younny thing, 
neither can your Fore-Fathers excuſe you before the Lord, 
. for in the bepinning it was ſo, that Zvah could not juſtifie 


eAdars, neither could be any excuſe, but rather condemned, 
him, becauſe he hearkened to the voice of the woman, and- 
diſobeyed the Lord ; ſo Adam ſuffered for his own ſin, and 

ſo did Eve for hers. And ſo this will be no excuſe for you 
in the day of account, to ſay you followed your fore-Fa- 
thers, and did as they did before you, but then will the Lord 

ſay, becauſe you followed the traditions, and faſhions, and 

cuſtomes, and inventions of -man, and have harkened to the 

voice of the Serpent, and have diſsbeyed my voice, and my 

command, and ſlipghted my councel, and would none of my 

reproof, but caſt my law behind your backs, and-trampled 
my mercy underfooe, and have turned my grace into wan- 
tonneſs, and have nouriſhed your hearts as in a'day of 
flanoghter,and have ſpent my creatures upon your Juſts, and 
ſtoned, ſtocked, buffered, and impriſoned, and ſhamefully in- 
treated my meſſengers which I-ſent unto you to forewarn 
you of your iniquity, atid have killed my Son, therefore de- 
part ye workers of iniquity, know you not,into everiaſting 
rorment prepared forthe Devil and bis Angels; ſo ſeenew 
how vain your hope is., and how unſteadfaſt your faith is, 
when you have moreaſſurance of your damnationthen your 


ſalvation , for the Lord faith , no unrighteeus perſon muſt 


enter into his Kingdom, nor no unholy nor unclean thing. 
Therefore all you who deſire ſalvation te-your fouls, try 
and prove your faith and hope which thou doſt truſt to, 
and takeheed of truſting to a broken reed , leſt it deceive 


you. Experience hath taught you, thatif a foundation of a 


building be decayed, and waſted, and naught, -the building 
will fall when a ſtorm comes; ſo let him chat thinks he 
ſtands take heedleft he fall ;lo every one whoſe deſire is af- 
terrighteouſneſs hearken to. that in your conſcience, which 
raiſes: up defires after righteouſneſs, and which ſhews you 


. the vainneſs of yourlives,. and checks youwhen you do a- 


miſs and troubles you,and corments you in conſcience when 
you have. been drunk, or havedone ſome evil aR, be willing 
to 
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newneſs of life, to forſake thoſe things which it diſco- 
ts be contrary to the willof God: andif you be wil 
ling to follow this , and -be guided by it, you ſhall find a 
teacher continually preſent, checking inthe conſcience for 
vain thoughts, and for vain, andidle, and needleſs words, 
and aQions,and ſo will crucifie the luſt which is the ground 
of thoſe things, and which will lead you out of the paths of 
death,into theway of life,out ofthe traditions ,and cuſtoms, 
and faſhions, and opinions of the world, into the aſſurance 
of theEternal Truth, and theuthat art willing to follow 
this, and be guided by this, ſhalt need no-man to teach thee, 
but it will be a teacher unto thee, teaching and directing in 
righteouſneſs, purity-and holineſs; and if thou beeſt dili- 
gent keeping thy mind within , with an ear open to the pure 
voice,cho Patt find it preſent within thee whereſoever thou 
art,in the Fields, in thy Bed, in Markers, in Company, or 
whereſoever thou art, when thy outward Prieſt or Teach- 
er isabſent , itmay bein the Ale-houſe, or at his pleaſures 
and delights, orfar off, itwill be preſent with thee, and will 
check thee , andcondemnthee , for that which no outward 
eye can ſee, and will cleanſe thy heart from luſt and deceit, 
and uncleanneſs, and will purifie thy heart, and will make 


ita fit Temple for purity to dwell in , and then thy facrifi-- 


ill be pure, which comes from a pure heart, the Lord 
willeccene thei, for Abels ſacrifices he receives, but Cains 
ke denies ; butifchou wouldeſt attain to this, thou muſt be 
willing to deny thy laſts, thy vanity, thy delights, or whatſo- 
ever bath been thy life, for hethat will ſave his lite ſhall 
loſe it,and hethat will loſe his life for my ſake,the ſame ſhall 
ſaveit: So there is no obtaining of life but through death, 
nor no obtaining the Crown but through the Croſs, ſo thou 
muſt deny thy ſelf, and take up thy Croſs daily and follow 
Chriſt, if thou wouldeſt be his diſciple, and give vp thy ſelf 
wholly te be guided by the will of God, thatall which is 
contrary to the will of God may be crucified, though it be 
never ſo xcar and dearto thee, and be forſaken}, Lands or 


Liviogs,wife or children, friends and acquaintance,or a - 


to be guided by that, andthar willlead you to repentance” 


es a . 
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fy. 
wor1d, and alldeiights inthe world, fore that loveth any 


thing better than me, is not worthy of me,and all things be- 


lo the Lordvaniſheth , bat he endureth for ever. So the 
Lord God:Almighty proſper all the tender defires which 
areraiſedup towards him , and feed the hungry and thirſty 
ſou's aFhe hath promiſed, and raiſe up his own in all his, that 
he alone may be glorified, praiſed and honoured , who is 
worthy,and to whom all belongs. 

And this is the defire of his ſou! , who is a ſervant of rhe 
Lord,who is hated, reviled and derided of the world, becauſe 
he hath no fellowſhip with the world, nor the vanities of the 
world, but teltifies againſt their wayes, faſhions, traditions, 
cuſtoms, fellowſhip, words and worſhip, and ſees them all to 
be formal imitation , and the invention of man out of the 
Covenant of God , ſo cannot but deny them, and for this 
cauſe is he hated of all,both Prieſt and People, whoſe name 
acccording t0 the world is | : 


Tames Paynel. 


The ſervant 5s not greater than hy Maſter, 
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